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What can you say about a 
four-hour movie that should 
have lived, if at all, for about 
&0 minutes? Well, to begin 


with, you can say that the | 


film was miade for television 
as a | *“first-timeron-any- 
screen” motion picture event. 
It wasn't the first movie to 
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1, O'CONNOR ee 


aCe Milos id. 


fg ne ne ee we en nin ot ee mre tet mee ge 


, be., shown Jn “two parls in’ 


prime time on separate eve-* 
nings. It wasn’t even the first: 
motion picture rade specifi- - 
cally for television. But it 
probably was the first ctis- 
tom-made specimen to Cost 
about’ $2-million, : ; 

Presented Monday and yes- 
terday by the National Broad- 


. 


“ sconced in a clever montage: 


Via asl, ington, Cliches Intact 


tern a ree A ee hE Ta we tet Ae mete 


eatin Gaipaiye “Vanished” 
featured a large .cast of 

“names”? would-be names, 
former names and one or two 
real names, An adapation of 
. Fletcher Knebel’s 1983 novel, 
the plot brought any viewer 
willing to suspend evety last 
shred of disbslicf inside of- 
ficial Washingtan. There, en- 


coining a phrase, 
Speculation is rife. And at 
_the center of the rifeness 
stands the President’s hand- 
some bachelor Press’ Secre- 
tary (James Farentino), jug- 
‘gling a ‘curlously ideological 
romance with his pretty 
secretary and an understand- 


it partly, 


from dhe Washington press 
corps. It’s alw rays something 
like “Joe Alsop’s office ‘call 
ing,” and always the call is 
ignored, Get thee benind me, 
ered bility gap. 


of on-location ‘and reason- 
able-facsimile shots, heavy’ 
matters clanked about the of- 
fice of the Pr eeieche (Rich rard 
“Widmark).- Z 
4 aoa 

The body ot a “chinese 
. sailor is washed up, mysteri- 


the implecations of - 
in- 


entists, 
Soviet and Red Chinese 


. What With the ensuing dis- : 
“appearance of soine top sci- 


A 


able demand for informe ation” i 


"ously, on an Ameriacn sRore:  yovoma nt, the refusal of the 
The President's closest ad- Pree ident ton comment, on: 
- viser and friend (Arthur Hill) anything, the crisis: thi i@aone 
disappears, mysteriously, ands - en enough, the aloe 
while playing golf at Burning. 7. y ees 
: tg thins. Though, ee it 
‘Tree, ‘The “adviser, whose r 
. . Dap wouldn’t seem too odd to 
wife (Eleanor Par Ker) hes a gna student of TV soap op- 
EN 


drinking problern, turns out © 
to have been iseeting, mys- 
teriously, with anott her gen- 
tleman every. ‘Weunesday eve- 
‘ning for more than a year. 
An election is coming up and 

an opposition-Senator r (Robert 
Young), every inch the slith- 
exing Kentucky, Cotcnel, 

starts dropping hints, not-so- 


era,. Each two-hour part of ° 
“Vanished” was dotted with 
six separate commercial 
siots, and that leaves room 
for a good deal. cf padding 
eading up to and ayey from 
th @ Sponsor messages. 


ee om. 


So the entrances and exits, 


mysteriously, about 2 “laven- the hellos and pood-bys are 
der ‘and lace” scandal. .- interminable. So the scene 
s Gelgts. Hi aes ‘ tio ok “bridges” carry local-color 

Sis. Eppes, WO eVie  “touches that collapse into the 


dently will demonstrate about - 
anything, make a nulsance of 
theinselves shouting outside 
the White House. TV news-’ 
man Chet Huntley is at his 
-tnost casually ominous in 
keeping the" public informed, 
even ee his compo- 
oe aS a guast seeress gazes 
nto the news 3 camera and 


ludicrous-~announcement to 
end one scene with the Presi- 
cent: “The Pakistanis are ia 
- the Cabinet Room, Mr. Presi- 
cent.” Pretty secretary re- 


up phone suzgzestively, and 
‘ purrs: “Tom Wicker on 2.” 
Camera discovers an intel- 
ligence chies on pune, and. 


‘turning to fold of boss, picks. 


t 

| gtges see po gsiaaths je abana ouluor ses 

blood.” ae ara to tell me How hard it is to 
| ‘. a nie get pane reso soe 
[- are Ps Pr w. ‘Stinably, he isn’t talking to. 

Wel, as Betty White puts Non Wickeron Be Te, 

; And in the end? President 

Widmark, who for the THost 


. + part has been locking solemn 
_ and asking everyone to kea 


‘‘the faith, “calls a press.con-. 


* ference and, in a dazzling 
burst of Good Think, unr avels 
"all the mysteries. It’s really 
“not worth going’in to, ex- 


. j cept pos sibly to note that his 


. close adviser. wa’ taking 
‘'Chinese lessons on’ those 
» Wednesday evenings: ~ ° 

Te coud have been worse. 


rn “He could have been watching 


some silly motion picture °. 


: : , event on televison. 


